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And confequently that their Conclufion drawn from thofe Premiffes,

« For which thofe Officers ought to be anfwerable,”

Cannot be right. -

But, before I quit this Head concerning the Naval-Officers, I cannot but obferve, that the Report,
an Extra@ of which you have in the Beginning of this Mefiage, omits doing that Juftice to thole Officers
which is ftri¢tly their Due; for it mentions not how that Committee came by their Knowledge of the Re-
fufal of the Mafters of the Veflels therein mentioned, to pay thofe Duties, nor one Word of any Impoit-
Bonds having been taken, as the Country’s Security for the Payment of thofe Duties; tho’ the Naval-Of-
cer of Annapolis aflures me, that at the Foot of the firft Account he paffed with the Commiflioners, which
Account was, I prefume, by them laid before that Committec ; and likewife at the Foot of a Lift of the
Entries of Servants, which he delivered into that Houfe by my Order on their Addrefs, uncer a N. B. ke
mentions the Mafters of thofe Veflels, as having refufed to pay the Duty upon thoie Convicts; but that
the Office was in Poffeflion of their Impoft-Bonds, taken payable to the Lord Proprieiary; by a Suit upon
which, thofe Duties, if due, might be recovered : And that this Intimation was given, as well to prevent,
from an Unacquaintance with thefe Fadts, the Lofs of that Money to the Public; as, at the {fame Time 20
fhow that Lower Houfe, that he had done his Duty, by taking thofe Impoft-Bonds, which are the efteblik-
ed Security to the Public for all Country Duties. -

Why were not thefe Facts mentioned ? Why, when that Committee was examining into the Concuét of
thofe Officers, were fome Tranfaétions by Information from themfelves, noticed, znd others, tho' eppezaring
upon the Face of the fame Evidence, concealed ? Was it merely for the Sake of patching up a Charge
againft them, in order to get their Office-Bonds fued ? And can you, after this Behaviour of that Com-
mittee, and that Houfe, fay, their Reprefentations are Juft, and your Complaints, in Confequence of them,
Reafonable ?

Belicve me, Gentlemen, that fuch a Courfe of Proceeding in the Reprefentatives of the People, is fo far
from acquiring to them that Confidence which they claim, and a Compliance with their earneft Defires,
that I muft beg to be excufed, if, for the future, I fhall chufe to fee the Bottom of every Reprefentation
againft any Man, whether Officer or Not, with my own Eyes ; fince I find fo little Reliance is to be had on
their Firmnefs and Candour.

And now, to conclude this Meflage, {o far as it relates to the Naval-Officers; fince I find no Breach of
Duty in thofe Officers ; fince Impoft-Bonds, which are the eftablifhed Security to the Public for all Country
Duties, are taken payable to the Proprietor, and by which thefe Duties are {ecured in the regular and ufual
Way, and fince, as I am told, thofe Securities are fll good itho’ how foon they may fail cannot be forefeen)
I thall, upon your Requeft, order thofe Bonds to be put in Sgi; againft the eriginal Debtors to the Public,
to recover thole Duties, if yau think them payable, as yot feem to do, by your defiring the Naval-Officers
Bonds to be fued: But if nothing lefs than Suits upon thofe Officers Bonds will content you, I muft beg to
be excufed ; and if, when I find fuch a Spirit prevailing, as feems to have Governed the laft Lower Houfe,
I thould afford any one endangered by it, a Protection from Injuitice and Oppreflion (as I think even the
Trouble of attending Suits on thofe Bonds, and-the Lofs of the Cofts to thofe Officers, tho’ they fhould
end in Non-fuits, would be) I fhould hope you would think I was only ating agreeable to the Duties of
my Station.

yIcomc: now to the fecond Head of your Addrefs, relating to the Commiffioners of the Currency Office,
wherein you exprefs your Concern to find, that no legal Steps have yet been taken to compel thofe Com-
miffioners to Credit the Public with thofe Monies paid fo many Years ago into that Ofece by Trippe, Par-
ter, and Bradford: You'll be pleafed to obferve, Gentlemen, that the firft Addrefs upen this Subjeét to me
was in the laft Sefion ; to which I then gave you for Anfwer (amongft other Things, That Col. Hammord,
who was the only furviving Commiflioner who could be affeted by thofe Judgments, obtained long before
my Arrival in this Province, had told me, that as he could make it appear the Money in Queftion never
was paid into the Office, he had appealed from thofe Judgments; and I can venture to affure you, that a
Writ of Error is now depending for their Reverfal, wherein fhouid he not fucceed, I have Reafon to believe,
he will, without further Trouble, pay the Money ; by which Means the Country may receive it 2s foon as
upon a Suit commenced on his Bonds. 1 prefume that the particular Behaviour of the Jut in thofe Cales,
(which 1 am told gave no fmall Difguit to many fenfible By-Standers): And the Matters ing been dor-
mant {o many Years, may have given him Reafon to conclude, that this Affair woeld never be firred againft
hir, notwithftanding thofe Judgments, becaufe as foon as that Addrefs of laft Sefion came td\my Hands,
he declared ke would endeavour to Reverfe them ; and if thofe Judgments are Erroneous, I am in Hopes
yau will not think it unreafonable, that he fhould not be obliged to pay the-Meney under them.
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Which




